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"With support of players of People's
Postcode Lottery, we have been able to
continue our work on countries and
issues that most of the world has
forgotten about."
—Mausi Segun, Executive Director, Africa
Support received from players of People’s Postcode Lottery helped power
Human Rights Watch’s work in Sudan, South Sudan and Burundi, where
we documented and exposed countless abuses to ordinary people and
pressed those with power to intervene. The attention and scrutiny
generated helped keep pressure on perpetrators, pushing them to curtail
abuses, such as through the release of child soldiers by armed groups in
South Sudan and the imposition of an arms embargo on South Sudan by
the United Nations Security Council.
Thanks to player support, Human Rights Watch also brought powerful
stories to the UK public, putting a human face on often complex issues
through our London Film Festival, Facebook live events and social media
interactions.

THANK YOU FOR STANDING WITH US

OUR THEORY OF CHANGE
At Human Rights Watch, we are storytellers who want to
change the ending. We know that the arc of history only
bends toward justice if someone gives it a strong tug.
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We leverage our global
advocacy networks to
generate momentum for
change. We mobilise
strategic coalitions—from
grassroots activists and
civil society organisations
to small- and mediumsized governments—to
consolidate pressure for
change.

We believe that progress and positive change can be achieved in countries where governments have
little respect for human rights. But such changes take time and require perseverance and a wellcoordinated approach. Human Rights Watch continues to work for rights-respecting change for
women, children, men and marginalised groups in Africa, the UK and around the globe. We are
grateful for your commitment to this crucial work.

DEFENDING VULNERABLE GROUPS IN
SUDAN, SOUTH SUDAN, & BURUNDI
People’s Postcode Lottery support is helping Human Rights Watch remain an effective
leader in defending the rights and dignity of people in Sudan, South Sudan, Burundi—
some of the most conflict-ridden countries in the world. We released close to 60
reports, videos and other publications in 2018 on these countries. Our reporting on
sexual violence against women and girls in South Sudan, the Noura Hussein case in
Sudan, and pre-election violence and repression in Burundi all received widespread
media attention.
In 2018, we continued our efforts to stem the recruitment of child soldiers in South
Sudan. Since the conflict began in 2013, thousands of children have been robbed of an
education by military recruitment and occupation of schools. In February 2018 we
released a report and video on the terrible costs of war for South Sudan’s children.

Two days after we released our findings, 300 child soldiers were released by armed
groups, due in part to our collaboration with local and international partners.
In 2018, we have also seen progress on the establishment of a Hybrid Court—a
mechanism to try those responsible for war crimes in South Sudan since the start of
the civil war, six years ago. In response to our advocacy in partnership with others, the
South Sudanese Council of Ministers publicly endorsed the court and reached an

agreement with the African Union on key roles of the court—a key milestone.
While the UN had imposed individual sanctions against eight South Sudanese, the
Security Council’s failure to approve an arms embargo had been deeply disappointing.
However, due in part to our efforts, the United States passed an arms embargo in
2018. In July 2018, our persistent and unrelenting advocacy led to a UN Security
Council arms embargo to save civilian lives in South Sudan.
Our advocacy contributed to the adoption of a UN Human Rights Council resolution
on South Sudan that includes a mechanism to gather and preserve evidence to ensure
justice for atrocities. This is an important step in securing evidence for ongoing crimes
and laying the groundwork for future accountability, including the basis for cases
before the proposed hybrid court.
Throughout April and May, Human Rights Watch exposed brutal repression by
Burundian government forces and ruling youth party members in the lead-up to a
constitutional referendum that would allow President Nkurunziza to remain in power
until 2034. In a 32-page report, we detailed a range of human rights abuses in the year
and a half leading up to the vote on May 17, 2018.
Our reporting helped shine an
international spotlight on Burundi, with
leaders voicing strong concerns over the
fairness of the poll.
Burundians have come to rely on
international groups for independent
reporting in the wake of the country’s
crackdown on local media and civil
society groups. In the lead-up to the
referendum, the government took further
steps to tighten control, banning the BBC
and Voice of America for six months, and
expelling UN experts from the country.
Our reporting on the suspension and
expulsion helped frame the debate
around Burundi’s attempts to control
the civic space, and ensured renewal of the mandate of the Commission of Inquiry
established by the UN Human Rights Council.

In Sudan, our ongoing focus on the violent crackdown and detention of protesters,
including female journalist Amal Habani, and human rights defenders Rudwan Daoud
and Nasredlin Mukhtar, helped lead to their release along with about 50 others in
early 2018.
A Sudanese court’s sentencing of Noura Hussein to death for killing her “husband”
while he attempted to rape her was widely reported in the UK and sparked global
outrage. Marital rape is not a crime in Sudan, nor is child marriage; Noura was forced
into the marriage at age 16. In the wake of this verdict, Human Rights Watch was part of
a chorus of voices calling for her reprieve.

In June 2018, a court overturned and reduced Noura’s death sentence to five years
in prison. The reporting generated by the case has brought global attention to the
discrimination that Sudanese women and girls face daily.
It is thanks to support of players of People's Postcode Lottery, that our work in 2018
has helped lead to these positive developments. Your support enabled us to spotlight
abuses as they occurred and advocate to stem wrongdoing to improve the lives of men,
women and children in South Sudan, Sudan and Burundi.

THANK YOU FOR STANDING WITH US
We acknowledged our partnership with People’s Postcode Lottery on our website and
conveyed our thanks through multiple tweets from senior staff and @HRW, which has a
global following of 3.9 million.

We also produced a short video showcasing some of the work and again thanking the
players for their support, which received more than 12,000 views on our social media
channels.

ENGAGING THE UK PUBLIC
“We go to the ground and speak directly to the people … We take
their stories directly to policymakers and the public who join with
us to push for change.”
—Mausi Segun, Executive Director, Africa Division
In March 2018, we hosted the Human Rights Watch Film Festival in London to promote
human rights among a broader UK audience as well as generate awareness about our
work and close partnership with the Lottery.
Through the film festival we bear witness to human rights violations and create a forum
for courageous individuals on both sides of the lens to empower audiences with the
knowledge that personal commitment can make a difference. The film festival brings
human rights abuses to life through storytelling in a way that challenges everyone to
empathise and demand justice for all.
Our 2018 film festival featured 14 awardwinning international documentary and
feature films. Generously supported by
People’s Postcode Lottery, the Festival
was a tremendous success with close to
4,000 audience members and 98% of
tickets sold.
People's Postcode Lottery support was
featured prominently in our promotional
Film Festival materials, including
posters, flyers and banners. The public
and media response was
overwhelmingly positive—our posters
acknowledging player’s support were
seen by approximately 2 million people
in high traffic stations throughout the
London underground and tube network.

Film Festival related tweets received 640,000 impressions on Twitter and 600
mentions by users across the globe. On Instagram, our trailer post collected more than
16,500 views and 236,000 people were reached with our posts on Facebook. We also
presented 2 Facebook Live broadcasts of the discussion panels which received over
14,000 views.

Our screening of This Is Congo drew a sold-out audience of close to 300 attendees. The
screening was followed by a discussion featuring Daniel McCabe (filmmaker), Fred
Bauma (Congolese activist and blogger) and Fergal Keane (BBC Africa Editor).
As part of our efforts to reach out to a wider UK public, in June 2018, we screened the
documentary The Workers Cup at Manchester’s Home Cinema. The documentary
exposes human rights abuses, including long working hours and limited freedom of
movement, faced by migrant workers in Qatar as they prepare for FIFA’s 2022 World
Cup. The small-scale event attracted close to 100 people and was followed by a panel
discussion and Q&A with filmmaker, Rosie Garthwaite, as well as Freelance Political
and News Correspondent at BBC News, Mark Lobel, and Creative Director and Senior
Writer at Joe.co.uk, Nooruddean Choudry.
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